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While these things were happening in Scotland, Mary Stuart was still held in durance, despite the urgent demands of Charles IX. and Henry III., one after the other. But Elizabeth, alarmed at the movement in her favor which had been attempted, ordered her removal to the castle of Sheffield the neighborhood of which was constantly patroled by guards who were frequently changed. Meanwhile days and months and years rolled by and poor Mary, who found it so hard to bear her eleven months' imprisonment in Lochleven Castle, had been for fifteen or sixteen years dragged from prison to prison, despite her own remonstrances and those of the French and Spanish ambassadors, when she was at last consigned to Tutbury Castle, and the care of Sir Amyas Paulet, the last of her many gaolers. The quarters set apart for her there consisted of two low, damp rooms, where the little strength which remained to her gradually wore away, and there were days when she could not walk on account of the sxcrutiating pains in every limb. Then it was that she who had been Queen of two kingdoms, rocked in a golden cradle, and reared in silk and velvet, was compelled, to humble herself so far as to beg her gaoler for a softer bed and warmer bed-clothing. This request, treated as an affair of state, gave rise to negotiations which lasted a month, after which she was allowed to have what she requested.
However the unhealthiness of her place of confinement, the colds and privations of every sort did not act with sufficient rapidity upon that robust and healthy constitution. They tried to make Paulet understand ]how great a service he would render the Queen of England by shortening the existence of the rival who was already condemned to death in her mind, but was so slow to die.